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Synopsis

In American Popular Music: From Minstrelsy to MP3, Second Edition, Larry Starr and Christopher
Waterman examine popular music in the United States from its beginnings into the 21st century,
offering a comprehensive look at the music, the cultural history of the times, and the connections
between them. Using well-chosen examples, insightful commentaries, and an engaging writing
style, this text traces the development of jazz, blues, country, rock, Motown, hip-hop, and other
popular styles, highlighting the contributions of diverse groups to the creation of distinctly American
styles. It combines an in-depth treatment of the music itself--including discussions of stylistic
elements and analyses of musical examples--with solid coverage of the music’s attendant historical,
social, and cultural circumstances. The authors incorporate strong pedagogy including numerous
boxed inserts on significant individuals, recordings, and intriguing topics; coverage of early
American popular music; and a rich illustration program. Detailed listening charts explain the most
important elements of recordings discussed at length in the text. The charts are complemented by
two in-text audio CDs and--new to this edition--an iMix published at iTunes, which makes most of
the songs immediately available to students and instructors. Features of the Second Edition *
Integrates full color throughout * Provides more coverage of women artists, with new material on
women in rock 'n’ roll in Chapter 8 and a box on Queen Latifah in Chapter 14 * Reorganizes the
discussion of post-1970s music: disco is now included with mainstream 70s pop, while hip-hop is
treated in two chapters (12 and 14) in order to emphasize its significance and diversity * Adds new
material on the recent alternative country music explosion * Includes new developments in music
technology in the thoroughly revised concluding chapter * Offers revised and more vivid visual
elements, including more than 100 new photos (most in full color) and an illustrated timeline *
Provides redesigned listening guides, enhanced by an iMix published at iTunes (accessible at
www.oup.com/us/popmusic) * Supplemented by a Companion Website at
www.oup.com/us/popmusic (containing both student and instructor resources) and an Instructor’s
Manual and a Computerized Test Bank on CD * FREE with the purchase of this book: a 6-month
subscription to Grove Music Online (www.grovemusic.com)--a $180 value Remarkably accessible,
American Popular Music, Second Edition, is ideal for courses in American Popular Music, the
History of Popular Music, Popular Music in American Culture, and the History of Rock 'n’ Roll. Its
welcoming style and warm tone will captivate readers, encouraging them to become more critically

aware listeners of popular music.
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Customer Reviews

"A new textbook that makes music history fun."--Steve Ramm, In the Groove"This book is far and
away the best on the topic. | can think of no competitor that comes close to its accessibility and
thoroughness."--Louis Niebur, University of Nevada, Reno"This text engages students on their own
turf,” so to speak, drawing parallels between past and present-day musical genres and providing
fascinating discussions of technological advances crucial to the development of popular music. It
prompts students to consider the historical and contemporary sociocultural factors that undergird
racial constructions and shape the ways in which American popular music has been created and
consumed in the United States and abroad."--Melvin Butler, University of Virginia"A tremendous
accomplishment. A vast array of styles and contexts are skillfully brought together in a coherent and
thoroughly readable narrative, and the authors’ delight in their subject matter is palpable on every
page. For the student, teacher, or general reader interested in pop, this book unquestionably
becomes the definitive survey text."--Daniel Sonenberg, University of Southern Maine, in the

Institute for Studies in American Music Newsletter (on the previous edition)

Larry Starr is at University of Washington. Christopher Waterman is at UCLA.

Right book for my class, came fast, loved it!

this book was cheap and in really great condition. there was some wear on the cover, but its used. it



was nice to find a farely priced book that i could fill with my own notes and highlights, without

breaking the bank.

It worked out great

Very informative book of many talented women artist. Worth buyingeven if you are not buying for a

school book.

AS DESCRIBED

In good shape and what | needed

i DONT regreat of buying this bookl!it was in good conditions and it just works for me and the

purpose i got it :)

Good value for student.
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